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Starting the Design Process.
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Moodle
Ensure you familiarise yourself with Moodle.
Have a look at the “Intro to” unit area -
23/24 Introduction to Fashion Bags and 
Accessories page.

*This is my Moodle page, yours might vary slightly in 
appearance. 
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Scheme of Work
Weekly plan to follow in 
accordance with the Unit (Intro 
to) sessions and deadlines to 
make sure you are on track for 
the hand-in. 

 Scheme of work
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Moodle – Student examples
This will help you 
visually understand 
what is expected of 
you for this unit.
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Briefing document -
To successfully complete this unit, you will submit:

 Visual research as a digital design portfolio (Submitted as 1 PDF 
document) related to the exhibition review comprising :
 Initial drawings, (15 minimum)
 Sketches of developed design ideas (15 minimum)
 1 final design presentation sheet.

 A written review of an exhibition (1000 words) Including one referenced 
image and bibliography (Submitted as 1 PDF document)

 A piece of reflective writing (500 words - Submitted as 1 PDF document) 
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EXHIBITION 
LIST 

 V&A, DIVA (Ends Sunday, 7th April 2024) - 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/exhibitions/diva 

 Somerset House, The Missing Thread -
https://www.somersethouse.org.uk/whats-on/the-missing-
thread

 Natural History Museum, The Polar Silk Road -
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/exhibitions/the-polar-silk-road.html

 The Design Museum, Rebel 30 years of fashion -
https://designmuseum.org/exhibitions/rebel-30-years-of-
london-fashion

 The Royal Academy, Marina Abramovich -
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibition/marina-abramovic
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Initial Drawings



Initial drawings, (15 minimum)
Your initial drawings will be included as a part of your Visual Research Design 
Portfolio.

This includes research from your exhibition of choice – your focus for the 
exhibition would have been drawing and sketching the following – 

Form - Detail - Structure - Texture - Colour - Contrast

This initial research should be fun, exciting, informative, 
and most importantly useful. 
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Why research?
To inspire you as a creative designer.

Research is an essential tool in all design processes. It will provide you with the 
essential foundations on which you build and develop your desired creative 
outcomes. 

Through your research, you will be taken on a personal journey of discovery. The 
research provides the viewer with an insight into the designer’s thinking. 

Your visual inspiration for this project will help you set the theme, mood and 
concept. Sufficient research is essential in developing an identity for your creative 
work. 
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Initial drawings, (Pages - 15 minimum)
Primary Research – (findings that you collected first-hand)
This is the most important research- it’s individual, your own personal research. You 
as the designer choose to collate it. It’s what you see, visited, or created in person. 
This research can be recorded using sketches, drawings, photography etc…it offers 
the designer the opportunity to further study the source of inspiration. 
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 Museums
 Art galleries
 Towns and cities (for 
architecture) 
 Public events

 Heritage sites
 Historical homes
 Botanical gardens 
 Foreign travel
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Initial drawings, (Pages - 15 minimum)
Secondary Research -
Research gathered from pre-collated sources. Secondary research can take on 
many forms. Secondary research has the potential to enable a deeper 
understanding of your inspiration, theme or subject.

 Fashion and historical accessories books and archives.
 Artist monographs.
 Fashion and lifestyle magazines.
 Newspapers.
 Industry journals.
 Fashion websites and style blogs.
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Research Sketchbook (Digital)
Import your sketches and 
initial drawings sourced 
from your chosen 
exhibition into your digital 
sketchbook. 

Consider how you wish to 
display the work…

You could keep it 
coherent with the 
exhibition theme or 
choose a different layout. 
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Research Sketchbook
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Student Examples



Research Sketchbook
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 There are 
no hard-
and-fast 
rules on 
how to lay 
out the 
research in 
your 
sketchbook.

 Have fun, 
experiment!



Research Sketchbook
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Make notes on the 
pages (Annotate!), 
be playful, and 
experiment with 
how your research 
is put together.

Good composition 
in your sketchbook 
will engage the 
viewer.



Research Sketchbook
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 Experiment, use 
your research and 
develop ideas 
using different 
techniques e.g. 
collage.

 Pages in a 
sketchbook do not 
need to be filled to 
be successful. 
Finding a balance 
is important.



Research Sketchbook
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 Play with the 
composition of your 
pages; good 
compositional skills 
are incredibly 
helpful when 
creating page 
layouts.
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 Ensure your text is 
readable 
(handwritten text 
or font). Consider 
your text selection, 
is it appropriate for 
your theme? 

 Ensure your 
research is 
thorough but not 
too text-heavy.



Research 
Sketchbook
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 Annotations are helpful 
to explain why you 
choose to draw/feature a 
specific element in your 
research work.
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Developing Designs



Sketches of developed design ideas 
(15 minimum)
 Developing your designs is about combining known elements in a new and 

exciting way to create fresh and original outcomes (your final accessory/bag).

 Exploit the full potential from your research and translate the information through 
design development into bags.   

 Your designs are likely to be diverse at the beginning due to the many 
influences, but as you progress through the design development process, your 
ideas will start to evolve to a coherent form. 
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Design Development

Intro to 23 

Image Source - fashionweekdaily.com
 BALMAIN SPRING/SUMMER 2015

Image Source - www.building.co.uk
Great Arthur House, Golden Lane Est. 

(October 2022)

How inspiration 
can influence the 
final design.

http://www.building.co.uk/


Design Development
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Image Source - 
fashionweekdaily.com

 BALMAIN S/S2015          
(October 2022)

Image Sourced - Piet Mondrian
Composition with Yellow, Blue and 

Red (1937–42)
Tate www.tate.org.uk (October 2022)

Your inspiration can influence 
different aspects of your accessory 
design development e.g.
 Shapes, structure and 

construction method.

 Colour.

 Print and surface decoration.

 Texture / Material.

 Details e.g. hardware.



Design Development
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 Your design 
developments can 
be as literal or 
abstract as you 
wish, but make sure 
you annotate your 
design choices to 
explain your thought 
process.

J W ANDERSON
Pigeon Clutch Bag £650

www.jwanderson.com 
(October 2022)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To avoid overloading the slides with text, use speaker notes to add more detail and prompts.
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Example - Alice in Wonderland exhibition (2021)
Full example available online on Moodle to view.
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Intro to 28 
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Remember to add 
images to your 
design development 
pages to help explain 
your creative thinking.  
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2D to 3D - Design 
Development



Design Development

By experimenting with 3D shapes, 
physical textures and techniques, 
you’ll be able to further develop 
your design potential. 
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Design 
Development

Going back and forth 
from 2D to 3D can help 
visualise shapes, 
discover design issues 
and perfect your overall 
design.  
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Don’t use Templates!

Pres entation board

 Using computer-
generated designs or pre-
made templates as your 
initial designs, design 
development or final 
designs is classified as - 
Academic misconduct. 
You can't present 
someone else’s designs 
as your work.



arts.ac.uk

Thank you

Fflur Owen MA RCA  
Lecturer: BA (Hons) Cordwainers Fashion Bags and Accessories &
Specialist Technician (Learning and Teaching) 3D and Accessories

UAL : London College of Fashion
105 Carpenters Road, London, E20 2AR

E f.c.owen@fashion.arts.ac.uk
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